In New York State the timing of real property assessments and the “grievance” process are set by state law.
Despite the current crisis, the state has not changed the dates this year, which means that notices of change of
assessment are in the mail now.
We at the Town of Salina recognize that the timing could not be worse but feel it would be even worse to not
give the residents the customary time between when the notices are mailed and grievance day.
For many years the Town of Salina has worked hard to maintain a 100% equalization rate by doing an annual
re-valuation. We have done so again this year. This simply means that the Town is assessing your property at
its actual fair market value.
The work for this year’s re-valuation was completed “pre-crisis” and was done by reviewing sales from July
2018 through June 2019. Most residents do not follow real estate sales trends until it’s time to sell their
property, but real estate prices in Salina have been rising substantially. Therefore, a thorough review of the
whole town was necessary, and 8 neighborhoods have value changes coming. Some neighborhoods were
trended, and some were thoroughly revalued.
When looking at the assessment of your property, please review recent sales of similar comparable properties.
Take some time and look at our town website: www.townofsalina.org or www.ongov.net . We normally don’t
recommend using sites like Zillow, Trulia or Realtor, but those sites often have interior images of past listings
which you may find informative.
The assessor’s job is to determine a fair market value of your property, based on recent closed sales. So,
before you pick up the phone to call and express your frustration, ask yourself if you can get that amount if you
were to sell your house today! Please remember, if everyone’s property is assessed at fair market value,
everyone pays their fair share of property taxes.
We understand that the current crisis leaves a great deal of uncertainty for the future and how it might affect
property values, but the current assessment is based on 2019 property values. Staying at 100% equalization
will continue help to keep the tax rates as low as possible and you will receive your full exemption amounts.
The town assessor and staff normally meet in person with residents in April for “informal” meetings. This year
all informal meetings will be done by telephone, email or regular mail. We will be reviewing the assessment
complaints through May 18th. Then we will begin getting ready for the Grievance Day process. The Town of
Salina is going to have a meeting to vote on changing this year’s Grievance Day to June 8th. We are hoping
that the threat of the COVID-19 virus is a little better at that time. However, if it is not, we will still have
Grievance Day. The logistics of just how that is going to be done is still in the works. We take everyone’s
health and welfare seriously. We also take your assessment concerns seriously.
Sincerely,

Denise J Trudell, IAO
Assessor
Town of Salina
(315) 451-3231

